
COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS 

-Many Different Models- 
 
 
 Oriented to students failing in traditional systems 

 
 Typically small programs with low student-teacher 

ratio 
 
 Designed for individualized instruction that is tailored 

to needs and interests 
 
 System of rewards for effort and output 

 
 Teachers are expected to develop positive and caring 

relationships with students 
 
 Administration must establish climate of respect with 

fair and just discipline procedures 
 
 Flexible and innovative 
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