
 
 
 

Percentage of children ages 4–17 
reported by a parent to have 

serious emotional or behavioral difficulties 
by gender, 2001–2006 

 
 

 
 

NOTE: Children with serious emotional or behavioral difficulties are defined as 
those whose parent responded "yes, definite" or "yes, severe" to the following 
question on the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ): "Overall, do you 
think that (child) has difficulties in any of the following areas: emotions, 
concentration, behavior, or being able to get along with other people?" Response 
choices were: (1) no; (2) yes, minor difficulties; (3) yes, definite difficulties; (4) 
yes, severe difficulties. These difficulties may be similar to but do not equate with 
the Federal definition of serious emotional disturbances (SED), used by the Federal 
government for planning purposes. 
 

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, 
National Health Interview Survey. 
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