
The Animal School (a parable) 

 

Once upon a time, the animals decided that their lives and their society would be improved by 

setting up a school. The basics identified as necessary for survival in the animal world were 

swimming, running, climbing, jumping, and flying. Instructors were hired to teach these activities, 

and it was agreed that all the animals would take all the courses. This worked out well for the 

administrators, but it caused some problems for the students. 

 

The squirrel, for example, was an A student in running, jumping, and climbing but had trouble in 

flying class, not because of an inability to fly, for she could sail from the top of one tree to another 

with ease, but because the flying curriculum called for taking off from the ground. The squirrel was 

drilled in ground-to-air take-offs until she was exhausted and developed charley horses from 

overexertion. This caused her to perform poorly in her other classes, and her grades dropped to D's. 

 

The duck was outstanding in swimming class -- even better than the teacher. But she did so poorly 

in running that she was transferred to a remedial class. There she practiced running until her webbed 

feet were so badly damaged that she was only an average swimmer. But since average was 

acceptable, nobody saw this as a problem -- except the duck. 

 

In contrast, the rabbit was excellent in running, but, being terrified of water, he was an extremely 

poor swimmer. Despite a lot of makeup work in swimming class, he never could stay afloat. He 

soon became frustrated and uncooperative and was eventually expelled because of behavior 

problems. 

 

The eagle naturally enough was a brilliant student in flying class and even did well in running and 

jumping. He had to be severely disciplined in climbing class, however, because he insisted that his 

way of getting to the top of the tree was faster and easier. 

 

It should be noted that the parents of the groundhog pulled him out of 

school because the administration would not add classes in digging and 

burrowing. The groundhogs, along with the gophers and badgers, got a 

prairie dog to start a private school. They all have become strong opponents 

of school taxes and proponents of voucher systems. 

 

By graduation time, the student with the best grades in the animal school 

was a compulsive ostrich who could run superbly and also could swim, fly, 

and climb a little. She, of course, was made class valedictorian and 

received scholarship offers from all the best universities. 

 
(George H. Reeves is credited with giving this parable to American educators.) 

 


