
veryone should have at least one 

time in their life when they feel 

chosen, wanted, held up for some 

kind of special treatment. The times are rare, 

life is short, others have only a given amount 

of real need and generosity. It is good to be 

philosophical when we are not chosen, but it 

is a vital, precious, almost scintillating thing 

to be young, to be excited, to be wanted 

specifically for some task, and to feel a 

possible dream is on the edge of fulfillment. 

It is vital for there to be an experience of 

morning in our lives and for this experience 

to be called on in the memory of other, more 

difficult mornings to come. There is no 

mercy in this world if at least once in our 

lives we do not feel the privilege of being 

wanted where we also want to be wanted. 

David Whyte, 2002  

 Crossing the Unknown Sea. 
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